The unprecedented, ongoing Ebola virus disease ('Ebola') outbreak in West Africa has caused nearly 28 000 cases and more than 11 000 deaths between December 2013 and July 2015 1 , including 876 cases and 509 deaths among healthcare workers (HCW). It is over 60 times larger than any of 26 previous outbreaks, since 1976 when Ebola was first recognised, the largest of which involved~450 cases ( Figure 1 ).
It is the first to have occurred in West Africa and spread across national borders, to major cities and beyond Africa.
It came to attention in March 2014, when the Guinean Ministry of
Health notified WHO of a 'mysterious disease' that had been occurring in Guéckédou province, since December. Although it had not previously occurred in the region, Ebola was confirmed a week later 2 . By the end of March, cases were reported in neigh- Hot Topic nurse was summarily quarantined in New Jersey, MSF objected strongly because, like CDC and the White House, they pointed out that it was unnecessary and would discourage HCWs from volunteering 23 .
Meanwhile, the tide had begun to turn in Africa, due to the co- resourced to respond, rapidly, to infectious disease emergencies 27 .
A concerted international effort will be needed to establish a global emergency response workforce 28 
